
TEMPLATE LETTER TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE CANDIDATE 

 
 
Your name or name of your group, ONG 

Your address,  

And email address 

 

Destination MEP 

 

Date 

 

 

 

Object: Declaration of opposition to unconventional fossil fuels (including shale 

gas), fracking and free trade agreements 

 

 

Dear xxxxx, 

 

I/we write to you on behalf of hundreds of groups and thousands of ordinary people 

across Europe engaged in resistance to exploration or production of shale gas, shale oil, 

coal bed methane and other unconventional fossil fuels, as well as the use of high-

volume hydraulic fracturing (or “fracking”). I/we ask you as a candidate for the next 

European elections to sign a declaration of your opposition. 

 

As you may know, the serious negative impacts on our water resources, air, soil, public 

health and climate have been demonstrated by numerous independent, peer-reviewed 

scientific studies. We hear the same story over and over again from people in areas 

where large-scale extraction of unconventional fuels is already underway – notably in the 

USA and Australia. 

 

However, hundreds of licences have already been granted across Europe for the 

exploration and/or extraction of these unconventional fossil fuels.   

 

Unconventional fossil fuels cannot be considered as transitional forms of energy. Methane 

is a very powerful greenhouse gas, and much escapes during its extraction, transport and 

preparation for sale. If we burn these additional fossil fuels we shall destroy our climate. 

 

Reports by the European Parliament and the European Commission have shown that 

there are many gaps in current EU law. European directives (Water Framework Directive, 

REACH regulation, Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, Mining Waste Directive, 

Industrial Emissions Directive, etc) do not address the problems of unconventional fossil 

fuels. 

 

We are also deeply concerned about the current negotiations of free trade and 

investment agreements between the EU and Canada (CETA), and the EU and the United 

States (TTIP - Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership). Clauses such as the 

Investor-State Dispute Settlement – ISDS) will offer dangerous opportunities to 

multinational corporations to attack environmental and public health policies - including 

national and European legislation regulating the unconventional fossil fuel industry. 

 

The bilateral free trade agreements, which have already been signed by nine former 

communist Eastern European countries with the United States and Canada, contain the 

same ISDS clauses. 

 



We are asking you, if you are elected to the European Parliament in May 2014, to commit: 

 

• to abide by the Precautionary Principles as formulated in the Treaty on European 

Union, and support a moratorium on the use of fracking, for all existing and future 

projects for exploration or exploitation of unconventional fossil fuels. 

• to strive to integrate into existing EU legislation precautions specific to 

unconventional fossil fuels.   

• to reject undemocratic mechanisms in free trade and investment agreements (in 

particular the CETA and the TTIP agreements), which could be used by multinational 

corporations – such as Big Oil and Gas – to challenge policies that protect the 

environment and public health. 

• to oppose the Investor-State Dispute Settlement Mechanism (ISDS) which could 

make national governments reluctant to forbid the use of fracking. 

• to support the creation of an EU register to which all lobbyists will be obliged to 

sign up ;  and to require all EU officials (European Commissioners, Commission civil 

servants, Members of the European Parliament) to maintain an online list of all meetings 

organised with lobbyists. 

 

If you are prepared to accept these commitments, I/we ask you to sign the attached 

declaration acknowledging your wish to become a “frack free” candidate. You will receive 

a “frack free Europe” label (logo) and a “frack free” badge and our grateful appreciation 

for reading so far, and for supporting this vital cause. 

 

I/We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Signature 


